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SERVICE ANNOUNCED TO ENABLE REMOTE LEARNING 
ACROSS UK 

JANET(UK) enables network access on the move with new 3G data 
service 

 
Oxford, 26th April 2011 
 
Learning and research on the move has just become much easier as 
JANET(UK) is pleased to announce the launch of its new high capacity data 
service for education institutions and research organisations, JANET 3G. The 
service, available from June 2011, will be provided by aql, and powered by 
the Three 3G mobile data network.  
 
JANET 3G, allows academic and support staff to remotely access vital 
resources such as research data, virtual learning environments and library 
catalogues whilst on the move. 
 
With over 60 enquiries already received in the first week of its launch, from 
both universities and colleges, the appetite for this new service is evident. 
 
Communications Minister Ed Vaizey said: “I am delighted that the education 
sector is putting in place plans to provide wireless broadband for the 
academic community. This is a really exciting development and will help us 
achieve our goal of having the best broadband in Europe by 2015." 
 
JANET 3G has been developed to provide a range of 3G data packages that 
combine value-for-money with features specifically configured for the 
education sector. It is designed to be easy to deploy, helping organisations to 
make the most of their existing investment in wireless networking. Offering 
seamless integration with the international roaming service, eduroam1, their 
existing authentication mechanism can be used for mobile users, making 
security configuration much simpler. By enabling the use of an organisation’s 
existing IP addresses, JANET 3G also makes firewall configuration much 
easier.  
 
“JANET 3G is a perfect example of our ability to respond to meet the needs of 
education and research,” says Tim Marshall, CEO at JANET(UK). 
“Increasingly academic and support staff are working on the move and we are 
delighted to respond to this by providing high quality connectivity both on and 
off campus.” 



Educational organisations are offered a wide selection of price plans enabling 
them to precisely match their users’ needs whilst keeping control over costs. 
Data packages available range from low usage machine-to-machine plans to 
genuine 15Gb data allowances for demanding users, providing a real breadth 
of choice.  

Customers are able to choose either to use a press-out SIM card useable with 
the iPad and tablet family; to add a dongle for individual users; or to create a 
Wi-Fi hub for up to five users with a Mi-Fi device. 
 
Dr Adam Beaumont, Managing Director of aql, states , “This is a partnership 
where we have taken best of breed to create a unique product. aql is bringing 
together MDS, providing a scaleable billing solution and Three, offering high 
capacity network access, on one platform to provide a seamless service.” He 
continues, “In order to be able to provide a service to education and research, 
we need to be scaleable and cost effective. We believe we’ve achieved this 
and are keen to be rolling out JANET 3G to the JANET community.” 
 
Details of the service can be found on the JANET website: www.ja.net/3g  
 
1 eduroam (education roaming) is the secure, world-wide roaming access service developed for the international 

research and education community.
 
 

 
Notes to Editor : 
 
About JANET(UK) : 
 
Press Contact: Rachel Freeman 01235 822307 
 
JANET(UK) manages the operation and development of JANET on behalf of JISC (Joint 
Information Systems Committee) for the UK Further and Higher Education Funding  Councils. 
JISC also works in partnership with the Research Councils.  JANET(UK) is government 
funded, with the primary aim of providing and developing a network infrastructure that meets 
the needs of the education and research communities.  
 
 
About JANET 
 
JANET is the network dedicated to the needs of education and research in the UK. It 
connects the UK's education and research organisations to each other, as well as to the rest 
of the world through links to the global Internet. In addition, JANET includes a separate 
network that is available to the community for experimental activities in network development.  
 
JANET Trademarks 
 

JANET is a registered trademark of the Higher Education Funding Councils for England, 
Scotland and Wales. The JNT Association is the registered user of this trademark. 

JANET(UK)  is a registered trademark of The JANET Association.  
 

About aql® 

Press contact: aql’s Dr Adam Beaumont is available for comment, he may be contacted by 
email on adam.beaumont@uk.aql.com.  
Alternatively contact: Dan Ray 01133 20 30 85, dan.ray@uk.aql.com 

http://www.ja.net/3g
mailto:adam.beaumont@uk.aql.com
mailto:dan.ray@uk.aql.com


 

aql, established in 1998, is a UK based, regulated telecommunications operator. aql 
specialise in providing secure, reliable wholesale access to the fixed and mobile networks to 
government, enterprise and to innovators. The numbers speak for themselves – aql is 
responsible for the voice services and numbering on over 42 million numbers for over 20 UK 
ISP’s, routes over 1 million SMS text messages per day and has enabled over 40 UK MVNO 
(virtual mobile) brands. Aql also own and operate a significant national data network and 
secure datacentre sites within the UK. 
 
aql® is a registered trademark and trading style of (aq) limited. 
 
www.aql.com 
 
About Three 
 
Three is a communications company focused on bringing the benefits of the internet to mobile 
communications. They offer attractive pricing and give their customers a wide choice of ways 
to stay connected. To do this they’ve built the UK's biggest high-speed mobile broadband 
network. Three UK is a member of the HWL group of companies, which include 3G 
operations in Austria, Denmark, Hong Kong, Ireland, Italy, Macau and Sweden. 

 
For more information about Three UK, please visit www.three.co.uk or call the Three 
Media Office on 0845 6038333. 
 
 
About MDS 
MDS is a global provider of award-winning enterprise customer experience management 
solutions for service providers. MDS enables customer-centric organizations to differentiate 
and grow by delivering process innovation, service efficiency and optimal business 
performance across the areas of customer experience and customer revenue management. 
Headquartered in the UK, MDS has offices in North America, Europe and Asia-Pacific from 
which we support service provider customers internationally, including Vodafone, BT, 
Telefónica O2, and The Carphone Warehouse. 
For more information please visit www.martindawessystems.com.  
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